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July 27, 1993

93-210
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU SUMMER COMMENCEMENT AUG. 8

CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University will hold
its summer commencement ceremony at 2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 8, in
Lantz Gymnasium.
While no tickets are required for admittance to the ceremony, graduation candidates are strongly urged not to invite more
than eight family or friends to the ceremony to prevent overcrowding in the gym.
There are more than 850 eligible candidates for graduation.
The marching order by college or school for the ceremony will be
the Graduate School; Lumpkin College of Business; College of
Education; College of Fine Arts; College of Applied Sciences;
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences; College of Health, Physical
Education and Recreation; and School of Adult and Continuing
Education (Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts degree program).
Students will not graduate under Eastern's newly created
four-college format until the fall commencement ceremony in
December.
During the Aug. 8 ceremony, Richard A. Lumpkin of Mattoon,
chairman and CEO of Consolidated Communications, Inc., will be
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presented an honorary doctor of public service degree. Lumpkin is
being recognized for his commitment to public service, contributions to business and support of education.
The Yale University and Harvard Business School graduate is
a past president of both the Illinois and United States Telephone
associations and a former director of the Illinois State Chamber
of Commerce.
He is active in community affairs, serving as a board member
of the Sarah Bush Lincoln Health system and Sarah Bush Health
Foundation. He · also has held leadership positions with the East
Central Illinois Development Corporation, Coles County Economic
Development Council and several banking organizations.
Lumpkin has been involved in higher education through his
service as director of the EIU Foundation, founding president and
member of EIU's Lumpkin College of Business Dean's Business
Advisory Board, trustee of Millikin University and director of
the Lake Land College Foundation.
He has regularly sponsored programs in EIU's College of Fine
Arts and activities and projects associated with the Panther
Club.
Eastern President David Jorns said, "Mr. Lumpkin's significant contributions to Eastern and to education in general and his
leadership and support of a broad range of major community
projects have demonstrated his commitment to public service."
Also receiving special recognition will be Dennis Aten, EIU
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ADD 2/2/2/2

COMMENCEMENT

associate professor of physical education who will represent the
College of Health, Physical Education and Recreation as faculty
marshal.

Aten has been a member of Eastern's faculty since 1968

and is retiring this year.
Other highlights of the commencement ceremony will be the
charge to the graduates by President Jorns and presentation of
the degree candidates by EIU Provost and Vice President for
Academic Affairs Barbara Hill.
Guest speakers are Board of Governors Universities Trustee
and Vice Chairperson Dr. Mack
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Hollowell of Charleston; EIU

Student Body President Luke Neumann, a senior marketing major
from Streator; and EIU Alumni Association President Lyndon
Wharton of Springfield, a 1957 alumnus.
Music for the program will be provided by organist Herman
Taylor, chairman of Eastern's Department of Music. Susan Crane of
Arthur will lead the audience in the singing of the National
Anthem and Alma Mater. The Rev. John Keyes of the University
Baptist Church in Charleston will give the invocation and benediction.
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